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Celebration will welcome newest dining facility
Across Campus
Grand Valley will celebrate the opening of its 
new living center complex and dedicate a new 
learning/dining center on September 18 during 
Family Weekend.
The Connection, on the south end of the 
Allendale Campus in Lot P, is a 21,534-square-
foot learning/dining center that contains a 
convenience store, dining facilities, coffee shop, 
classrooms and study areas. It opened officially 
in late August and accompanies the new living 
center complex on 42nd Avenue.
The dedication celebration for Connection will 
run from 2-3:30 p.m. on Saturday, September 18. 
The event is free and open to the public.
The living center complex consists of three, 
three-story buildings (called South C, South D 
and South E), offering 608 beds in apartment-
style units. It is 289,000 square feet. 
The designs for the new facilities follow the 
latest trends for student housing and students, 
according to Andy Beachnau, director of 
Housing, Residence Life and Health Services. 
“What we’ve found is if students are in an aca-
demic unit that connects with a residential unit, 
they are more likely to have a better experience 
and stay and complete their degrees,” he said.
The Connection’s dining choices, Engrained 
and Papa John’s, open at 11 a.m.; the POD 
Market is open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week.
Board chair named to 
national association
Kate Pew Wolters, 
chair of Grand Valley’s 
Board of Trustees, 
was appointed to the 
Council of Board Chairs 
of the Association of 
Governing Boards 
of Universities and 
Colleges.
The Council of Board 
Chairs for the AGB 
serves as an advisory 
body to AGB’s board 
and president. The 
council provides advice on programs, services, 
public policy issues and initiatives. 
“It’s a real honor to have Grand Valley rep-
resented on the AGB board with peers from 
across the country,” said Wolters. “I’m looking 
forward to sharing my experience as board 
chair but more than that, learning best prac-
tices of governance to bring back to my work at 
Grand Valley.”
Wolters began her appointment with the   
Board of Trustees in 2005, becoming chair 
in July 2009. She holds a master’s degree in   
social work from Michigan State University  
and a bachelor’s degree in sociology from 
Aquinas College.
Grand Valley celebrates 
United Way partnership
As Grand Valley celebrates 50 years of shaping 
lives, it also celebrates a partnership with Heart 
of West Michigan United Way that has been in 
place for more than 28 years.
Jean Enright served as chair or co-chair for 
Grand Valley’s campaign for 17 years, becoming 
one of the longest serving chairs in the Heart 
of West Michigan United Way campaigns. It’s 
estimated she helped raise about $2 million for 
United Way in her service to Grand Valley.
“The partnership was established before I 
came in 1987, but it broadened under President 
Lubbers,” said Enright, who retired in 2004 as 
executive assistant to the president. “He valued 
United Way and wanted everyone to become 
aware of its work in the community and to par-
ticipate.”
Grand Valley’s participation has grown over 
the years. The 2009 campaign, which ran for 
two weeks in October, saw donations from 
1,150 employees raising $149,075. That was an 
increase over 2008 statistics of 1,081 employees 
giving $141,157.
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, co-chair for Grand 
Valley’s campaign, has been involved for the 
past decade. “I am so proud to be part of an 
institution where employees give generously to 
the communities in which they live and work,” 
said Kowalski-Braun. 
“The programs that are supported through the 
dollars given could not exist without the United 
continues on page 2
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The Connection, a learning/dining center on the Allendale Campus, will 
be dedicated September 18 during Family Weekend.
Kate Pew Wolters
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Way campaign and Grand Valley’s support makes a difference.”
Jon Jellema, associate vice president for Academic Affairs, became co-
chair in 2005. “As times get tough, the need for United Way agencies 
increases; but for some of the same reasons, the contributions to United 
Way decrease,” said Jellema. “It’s remarkable that our university commu-
nity continues to be an exception to the rule: we’ve increased our giving 
each year.”
Heart of West Michigan United Way funds 116 programs at 51 partner 
agencies and is supported by more than 600 partners who hold workplace 
campaigns. Grand Valley’s 2010 campaign begins September 29 and runs 
through October 13.
Grand Finish expands  
to support more students
Grand Valley leaders announced September 1 that the university will 
expand the Grand Finish program by tripling the number of students able 
to qualify for the new program, which encourages full-time study and 
rewards timely graduation.
The Grand Finish program was announced earlier this year by President 
Thomas J. Haas and Provost Gayle R. Davis as a way to support students. 
It offers enhanced advising and online tools that assist students in plan-
ning timely graduation. Qualifying students would receive a $1,000 grant 
as they enter their senior year. Transfer students meeting the criteria 
would receive a $500 grant.
The unique program originally covered students entering Grand Valley 
for the first time in Fall 2010. As of today, the Grand Finish has been 
expanded to include selected students who were enrolled prior to this fall. 
Generally that means most students admitted since Fall 2008 and who 
will have earned 90 credit hours by August 2011 will be eligible.
“We understand that our students and their families are facing tough eco-
nomic times just as our state is,” Haas said. “Grand Valley has always been 
committed to student success and providing comprehensive support. We 
have decided to expand the Grand Finish program this year so more of 
our students could get a cash reward for planning and working hard to 
obtain their degrees. Saved time is saved money, so this program works in 
a number of ways to help students.”
Students may need to adjust their schedules this year to make sure they’re 
on track to receive the Grand Finish grant.
Once students reach the 90 credit hours, the grant money will be paid 
over the next two semesters, which are typically in the final year for stu-
dents. For complete program details visit www.gvsu.edu/grandfinish . 
continued from page 1
Kim Monaghan 
Career Consultant
Kim Monaghan said her career has come full-
circle. Now she is available to help faculty and 
staff members experience the same fulfillment.
Monaghan joined Grand Valley’s Human 
Resources Office in March and works part 
time as a career services consultant for 
faculty and staff members. Since then, she 
has been busy advising faculty and staff 
members with job coaching, resume skill 
building, goal setting and other skills that she 
said will “enrich one’s work experience.”
“I’m not here to help people leave their 
positions at Grand Valley,” Monaghan said. “I’m 
here to make sure they are happy in their jobs.”
The catalyst behind securing Monaghan’s 
position was a recommendation from a 
Women’s Commission subcommittee. 
Monaghan said subcommittee members 
conducted campus focus groups and 
found a common thread that a career 
coach would benefit people who found it 
difficult to advance to other positions or 
ask for different job responsibilities.
Monaghan has 
worked as a 
career consultant 
for business and 
higher education 
in the past. She 
also owns her 
own business 
and has been a 
“trailing spouse,” 
someone who 
moves with their 
partner to a new 
city and needs 
help finding a 
job. “I know what 
that’s like, so I’m 
here to help,” she said.
At Grand Valley, Monaghan can aid trailing 
spouses/partners by offering job resources 
in an effort to help smooth the transition 
for new faculty and staff members. She 
also plans to host Employee Empowerment 
Roundtables with guest speakers who will 
discuss professional skill-building strategies.
Monaghan can be reached at hr_career_
services@gvsu.edu, or x18144.
Other publications by the News and Information 
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published 
quarterly for the university community. Visit its 
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and 
video features .
GVFaces
Kim Monaghan
Partnership continues in Ghana
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Representatives from the University of Cape Coast in Ghana signed an 
agreement August 27 continuing the institution’s partnership with Grand 
Valley. From left to right are Jeanne Arnold, vice president for Inclusion and 
Equity; Gayle R. Davis, provost; Mate Siakwa, UCC head of nursing; Nanna 
Jane Opoku-Agyemang, UCC vice chancellor; Thomas J. Haas, president; 
Issac Ohene, UCC registrar; and Mark Schaub, executive director of the 
Padnos International Center.
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Stabenow to 
speak at CHS
U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) will 
give a presentation at Grand Valley about her 
experiences as one of only 17 women senators.
“Just 17 Percent: Reflections from U.S. Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow” is set for Thursday, 
September 9, beginning at 5 p.m. The event, 
followed by a reception, will be in the Cook-
DeVos Center for Health Sciences, room 119. 
It is sponsored by Grand Valley’s Women’s 
Center as part of its “Women and Politics” 
series; the event is free and open to the public.
Stabenow made history in 2000 when she 
was the first woman elected from Michigan 
to the U.S. Senate. She was appointed last year 
to the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee and also serves as chair of the 
Democratic Steering and Outreach Committee, 
among other committee assignments.
For more information about the event, 
contact Ashley Nickels at the Women’s 
Center at x12748 or nickelas@gvsu.edu .
Football tailgate party 
before Hillsdale game
Join other Laker football fans at a 
football tailgate party for alumni, friends 
and family prior to the September 11 
game against Hillsdale College.
The tailgate party will run from 5-6:30 p.m. 
in the Irwin Lot. Cost is $5 per person and 
will include food and beverages. Remarks 
will be made by President Thomas J. Haas, 
Athletic Director Tim Selgo and Seidman 
College of Business Dean H. James Williams.
The event is sponsored by Alumni Relations, 
Family Association and Seidman College 
of Business. Register for the tailgate online 
at www.gvsu.edu/alumni/events .
Writers Series brings 
local, international voices
The Grand Valley Writers Series begins 
in September with local and international 
writers coming to the Allendale Campus. 
All events are free and open to the public. 
• Kwadwo Opoku-Agyemang, September 13,  
3-4:15 p.m., Kirkhof Center room 2216.
The poet from Ghana was a Fulbright Scholar-
in-Residence at Grand Valley for the 1999-
2000 academic year. He currently teaches 
literature at the University of Cape Coast. 
• Jack Ridl, September 16, 5:30 p.m., 
Kirkhof Center room 2215.
Ridl is professor emeritus at Hope College, 
where he founded its Visiting Writers Series. 
In 2008 the Institute for International Sport 
named him one of the 100 most influential 
people in sports, and named his book Losing 
Season as best sports education book for 2009.  
• Khaled Mattawa, September 22, 7 p.m.,  
Kirkhof Center room 2263.
Born in Benghazi, Libya, in 1964, Mattawa 
immigrated to the U.S. as a teenager. 
The author of four books of poetry, most 
recently Tocqueville (2010), Mattawa has 
translated eight volumes of contemporary 
Arabic poetry and co-edited two 
anthologies of Arab American literature.
• Adam Schuitema, September 28,  
7-8 p.m., Alumni House.
The author of the book Freshwater Boys, 
Schuitema is currently an assistant 
professor of English at Kendall College 
of Art and Design in Grand Rapids. 
For more information on the series, 
contact Austin Bunn, assistant 
professor of writing, at x13601.
Fall Arts Celebration 
kicks off with ‘El Capitan’
Grand Valley’s Fall Arts Celebration 2010 kicks 
off with a special concert performance as the 
Music Department 
presents John 
Philip Sousa’s 
“El Capitan.” 
The concert is 
set for Monday, 
September 13, 
at 8 p.m., at the 
Louis Armstrong 
Theatre, in the 
Performing Arts 
Center on the 
Allendale Campus. 
Metropolitan 
Opera tenor 
Michael Forest 
will join Grand Valley vocal faculty members 
Dale Schriemer and Kathryn Stieler and Grand 
Rapids Opera performer William Bokhout 
in the starring roles. Visiting Professor Ben 
Cole will narrate and Professor Barry Martin 
will direct the University Arts Chorale 
and a music faculty/student orchestra.
At the turn of the 20th century, Sousa was 
possibly the most widely known name in music 
during an era known as the “golden age of 
bands.” What is often forgotten is Sousa’s love 
for the operetta. Sousa had performed, arranged 
and composed for several theaters as well as 
created orchestrations for several Gilbert and 
Sullivan operettas. His own “El Capitan,” first 
performed in 1896, played for four years in 
America and six months in England, and turned 
out to be the most important 19th-century 
operetta by an American composer.  
“El Capitan” is a fun mixture of silliness and 
mistaken identity. The lead character, Don 
Enrico Medigua, is the viceroy of Spanish-
occupied Peru. After he secretly has the 
rebel leader El Capitan killed, he disguises 
himself to assume his enemy’s identity in 
order to avoid the anger of the rebel soldiers. 
Each of the seven Fall Arts Celebration 
2010 events is free and open to the 
public, though complimentary tickets 
are required for “El Capitan.” For tickets, 
call the GVSU Box Office at x12300.   
Events set to celebrate 
Hispanic heritage
Various events are planned through October 
to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month at 
Grand Valley. They include a serenade, 
lectures and dancing; details are below.
• Kickoff Event: September 13,  
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Cook Carillon Tower.
Meet members of the Latino student  
organizations.
• Life Journeys Reception: September 14, 
4-6 p.m., Kirkhof Center room 1240.
10 members of the campus community 
are featured in poster stories. Remarks by 
President Thomas J. Haas and Dean of 
Students Bart Merkle will begin at 4:15 p.m.
• Serenade Under the Moon: September 22,  
7-9 p.m., DeVos Center courtyard.
A Mexican mariachi band will perform; Carlos 
de la Barrera, music faculty member, will give a 
presentation on the history of mariachi music.
• Hollywood and the Mexican Revolution:  
September 28, noon-1 p.m., Kirkhof Center  
room 1240.
This event invites participants to think critically 
about how the film industry protrays Mexican 
Revolutionary heroes; clips from movies and 
documentaries will be shown and discussed.
• Night of Dancing: October 7, 4-5 p.m.,  
Eberhard Center room 215.
Grupo Tarasco, dance company from the 
Cook Arts Center, will showcase traditional 
Mexican dances, participants will have 
opportunities to learn dance moves. Carol 
Sanchez, professor of management, will give 
a presentation, “Doing Business in Mexico.”
• Professionals 
of Color 
Lecture: 
October 14, 
4-5:30 p.m., 
Kirkhof Center 
room 2263.
Achy Obejas, 
Cuban-
American 
fiction writer, 
journalist and 
poet will present “Identity and Dislocation.”
• Spanish Lecture by Care Santos: October 
19, 6-7:15 p.m., Mackinac Hall room BL121.
Care Santos will lecture, in Spanish 
and translated to English, about the art 
of reading, especially to children. 
Hispanic Heritage Month events are sponsored 
by the Office of Multicultural Affairs and 
Latin American Studies, Latino Alumni 
Association, LGBT Resource Center, Modern 
Languages and Literatures, Phi Iota Alpha, 
Sigma Lambda Upsilon and Women’s Center.
For more information, visit www.
gvsu.edu/oma or call x12177.
What’s Ahead
The Music Department will 
present ‘El Capitan’ on 
September 13.
Achy Obejas
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General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Through Oct. 1
Gallery Hours: MultiMedia I: Art and 
Design, School of Communications 
Faculty Celebrate 50th Anniversary. Art 
Gallery, PAC.
Thurs., Sept. 9
11 a.m.- 2 p.m.: Community Service 
Learning Center hosts Non-Profit 
Volunteer & Internship Fair. GRR, KC. 
Call x12468 for information.
5 p.m.: Women’s Center Women and Politics 
Series. “Just 17 Percent: Reflections from 
U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow.” 119 
CHS. Call x12748 for information.
Fri., Sept. 10
2 p.m.: AWRI Seminar: “A Preliminary 
Look at the Long Run Value to 
Muskegon of Current Remediation 
Projects,” by Paul Isely. LMC. Call 
x13749 for information.
3 p.m.: Philosophy Colloquium: Liberal 
Education Panel. BLL-110 MAK. Call 
x12114 for information.
Sat., Sept. 11
5 p.m.: Alumni Relations hosts football 
tailgate party. Irwin Lot. Call x13590 for 
information.
Sports 
Sat., Sept. 11
4 p.m.: Soccer hosts Michigan Tech 
University.
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Michigan Tech 
University.
7 p.m.: Football hosts Hillsdale College.
Sun., Sept. 12
2 p.m.: Soccer hosts Ferris State University.
2 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Northern Michigan 
University.
Faculty and staff sketches
In the News
Joe Helgert, associate professor of communi-
cations, was interviewed by WJRW-AM for a 
story about advertising jingles.
Sketches
Ginny Peterson, associate professor of geol-
ogy, will receive the 2010 Distinguished Service 
Award from the Geoscience Education Division 
of the Geological Society of America at the 
organization’s fall meeting. 
Michael P. Lombardo, professor of biology, 
gave a presentation, “Partitioning Local and 
Global Climate Effects on Survival of North 
American Tree Swallows (Tachycineta bicolor) 
Over the Annual Cycle,” at the International 
Ornithological Congress in Campos de Jordao, 
Brazil. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of phi-
losophy, organized a symposium at a confer-
ence in Budapest, and gave a presentation, 
“Metaphysical and Conceptual Stories of the 
Scientific Mind.”  
Karen Libman, professor of communica-
tions, was elected as secretary of the Executive 
Committee of the International Drama 
Education Association for 2010-2013.
William Crawley, associate dean of the 
College of Community and Public Service 
and associate professor of criminal justice, 
received a $125,900 grant from the U.S. 
Department of Justice for the 2010 Project Safe 
Neighborhoods program.
Amy L. Russell, assistant professor of biol-
ogy, gave presentations, “Assessing Short-Term 
Extinction Risks Using Genetic Simulation 
Analyses” and “Hypothesis Testing in Genetic 
Demography: Using Approximate Methods 
to Reconstruct Evolutionary History,” at the 
International Bat Research Conference in 
Prague, Czech Republic.
A. Scott Rood, assistant professor of hospitality 
and tourism management, gave a presentation, 
“Applying the SERVQUAL and IPA Methods 
to a Cross-Cultural Comparison of Quality 
Service Gaps,” at the sixth annual International 
Conference on Tourism in Athens, Greece.
Paul Leidig, professor and director of the 
School of Computing and Information Systems, 
led a workshop, “Completing the Loop: IS 
Program Improvement through Outcomes 
Assessment,” at the Americas Conference on 
Information Systems in Lima, Peru. 
Stephen Rowe, professor of philosophy and lib-
eral studies, gave a presentation, “Ambiguities 
of the Modern,” at the Institute of Philosophy, 
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences in China. 
He gave a presentation, “General Education and 
the Value of Dialogue/Exchange,” at Jiao Tong 
University.
Kingshuk Majumdar, assistant professor of 
physics, was co-author of an article, “Ground-
State Phase Diagram of the Quantum,” pub-
lished in the Journal of Statistical Mechanics.
Salvatore Alaimo, assistant professor of pub-
lic, nonprofit and health administration, wrote 
a book chapter, “Quality Improvement,” in 
Volunteer Administration: Professional Practice.
Grand Valley has published a commemorative 
book that celebrates the university’s 
five decades by highlighting its people, 
academics, activities and athletics. 
“Grand Valley Celebrates 50 Years of 
Shaping Lives” is priced at $19.95 and is 
available online at www.gvsu.edu/ubs . The 
book contains more than 300 historic and 
newer photographs, a university timeline 
and countless memories of campus life.
The book was written by staff members 
in News and Information Services 
and designed by staff members in 
Institutional Marketing. It was printed 
by Custom Printing in Grand Rapids.
“Grand Valley Celebrates 50 Years of 
Shaping Lives” tells the story of how 
L. William Seidman and many others 
in West Michigan took high hopes and 
dedication and convinced Michigan 
legislators to create Grand Valley College. 
For more information about the book, contact 
News and Information Services at x12221. 
Commemorative book chronicles 50 years
